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!HAT SHO(LD I LOO, -OR IN 01 
RE3ORT4 

!ou s&ould loo) *or t&e *ollo.ing possi3le 
pro3lems: 

ARE THERE AN1 ERRORS4 

I* 7ou t&in) t&ere is an error9 li)e an a:;
:ount t&at is not 7ours9 7ou s&ould *ill out 
a dispute *orm or .rite a letter e<plaining 
t&e pro3lem= Atta:& :opies o* an7 sup;
porting eviden:e9 i* 7ou &ave it= @a)e 
sure to send t&e *orm or letter to t&e at;
tention o* t&e agen:ies t&at issued t&e 
reports :ontaining t&e error=  
 
T&e agen:7 must t&en investigate 7our 
report and get 3a:) to 7ou9 usuall7 .it&in 
t&irt7 da7s= BT&e7 :an de:line 7our re;
Cuest onl7 i* t&e7 de:ide t&at it is *rivo;
lous= T&e7 must noti*7 7ou o* t&is de:i;
sionD= T&e agen:7 must noti*7 7ou .it&in 
*ive da7s o* :ompleting t&e investigation 
and must in:lude a :op7 o* 7our :redit 
report9 i* it &as 3een revised= I* t&e 
agen:7 does *i< t&e error9 order anot&er 
report in a *e. mont&s to ma)e sure t&e 
error sta7s *i<ed=  

IS THERE AN1 OLD IN-OR0ATION4 

Loo) *or: 
!" Credit in*ormation older t&an seven 

7ears 
!" Gan)rupt:7 in*ormation older t&an 10 

7ears 
T&is is :onsidered JoldK in*ormation and 
s&ould no longer 3e in 7our report= 
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!ILL THIS SOL5E ALL O- 01 
CREDIT 3ROBLE0S4 

No= Mometimes people get into trou3le 
.it& :redit= T&e pro3lems .ill usuall7 
s&o. up on 7our report= T&e 3est t&ing to 
do in t&is situation is to start re3uilding 
7our :redit= And i* 7ou appl7 *or ne. 
:redit9 s&op :are*ull7= Tr7 to get t&e 3est 
terms possi3le= 

!HAT I- I -I8 E5ER1THING AND 
I:0 STILL T(RNED DO!N -OR 
CREDIT4 

It is possi3le t&at 7ou are 3eing illegall7 
dis:riminated against= It is against t&e 
la. *or :reditors to 3ase de:isions to e<;
tend or den7 :redit on se<9 age9 ra:e9 
:olor9 religion9 national origin9 marital 
status9 re:eipt o* pu3li: in:ome or assis;
tan:e or t&e e<er:ising o* 7our rig&ts un;
der :onsumer prote:tion la.s= !ou 
s&ould :onsult an attorne7 immediatel7 i* 
7ou t&in) t&is &as &appened to 7ou= 

!HERE CAN I GO -OR HEL34 

Consult 7our lo:al legal servi:es o**i:e9 
volunteer la.7ers proNe:t Bo*ten :oordi;
nated t&roug& t&e lo:al 3ar asso:iationD9 
or lo:al department o* :onsumer a**airs= 
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T&e most important in*ormation 
a3out t&e *und;raising event 
goes &ere on t&e inside panels= 
Ge sure t&at 7ou :onve7 t&e im;
portan:e o* 7our :ause and 
&ig&lig&t t&e 3ene*its o* 3eing a 
supporter or parti:ipant= T&is is 
a good pla:e to in:lude a pi:ture 
t&at s&o.s someone parti:ipat;
ing in t&e event or t&e :ause 7ou 
are supporting= 
!ou :an use se:ondar7 &ead;
ings to organiOe 7our te<t and to 
ma)e it more s:anna3le *or t&e 
reader= 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet9 
:onse:tetu adipis:ing elit9 sed 
diem nonumm7 ni3& euismod 
tin:idunt ut la:reet= 

!HAT IS A CREDIT RE3ORT4 IT IS I03ORTANT TO ,EE3 TRAC, O- 
1O(R CREDIT HISTOR1 B1 ORDERING 
1O(R RE3ORT 

T&ere are t&ree maNor :redit reporting agen;
:ies and man7 ot&er small ones= !ou s&ould 
order 7our report *rom at least t&e JGig T&ree=K 
T&ese :ompanies are: 

Equifax / Experian / Trans Union 

As o* Meptem3er 19 20059 :onsumers are enti;
tled to a *ree annual :redit report *rom ea:& 
maNor :redit 3ureau= !ou :an also o3tain a 
*ree report i*:  
!" !ou &ave 3een denied :redit .it&in t&e 

past 60 da7s= 
!" !ou are unemplo7ed and .ill 3e appl7ing 

*or a No3 .it&in t&e ne<t 60 da7s 
!" !ou re:eive pu3li: assistan:e9 or 
!" !ou &ave reason to 3elieve t&at 7our report 

:ontains ina::urate in*ormation due to 
*raud= 

Si:tims o* identit7 t&e*t also &ave rig&ts to *ree 
reports= T&ese agen:ies ma7 :&arge 7ou up to 
T9=50 *or additional reports during t&e 7ear= 

HO! DO I ORDER 01 RE3ORT4 

!ou :an order 7our report 37 p&one9 on;line9 or 
37 mail= To order 37 p&one :all 877;322;8228Y 
online9 :li:) on ...=annual:reditreport=:omY 
or :omplete t&e Annual Credit Report ReCuest 
Form Bavaila3le on t&e a3ove .e3siteD and mail it to: 
Annual Credit Report ReCuest Mervi:e9 P=]= 
Go< 1052819 Atlanta9 ^A 30348;5281= !ou 
:an also get 7our report 37 sending a .ritten 
reCuest .&i:& in:ludes 7our *ull name9 date o* 
3irt&9 so:ial se:urit7 num3er and residen:es 
*or t&e past *ive 7ears= `a:& :ompan7 &as a 
toll *ree num3er t&at 7ou :an :all *or more in;
*ormation: 

Equifax(800) 685-1111 www.equifax.com         
Experian(888) 397-3742 www.experian.com     

Trans Union(800) 888-4213 www.transunion.com  

A :redit report is a re:ord o* &o. 7ou &ave 
3orro.ed and repaid de3ts= Creditors usu;
all7 loo) at t&is report to de:ide .&et&er 
or not to grant :redit and &o. mu:& to 
:&arge= 

!HAT ,IND O- IN-OR0ATION CAN 
BE INCL(DED IN 01 RE3ORT4 

@ost :ommonl7: 
!" Identi*i:ation and emplo7ment data 
!" Pa7ment &istor7 on 7our a::ounts 
!" A listing o* all :reditors .&o &ave re;

:entl7 reCuested :opies o* 7our report 
!" Pu3li: re:ord in*ormation asu:& as 

3an)rupt:ies9 *ore:losures9 :ourt Nudg;
mentsb 

Credit reports sometimes include credit 
scores. A credit score is a number, usually 
from 300 to 850. The higher the number, the 
better. Creditors use these scores to help 
them evaluate the risk of lending to you and 
to decide how much to charge for credit. You 
may request a credit score from credit re-
porting agencies, but you may have to pay for 
it, depending on the type of transaction in-
volved. 
 

!HO CAN SEE 01 CREDIT RE3ORT4 

]nl7 :ertain people are allo.ed to loo) at 
7our report9 su:& as: 
!" Creditors9 .&en 7ou appl7 *or :redit or 

*or a loan= 
!" `mplo7ers9 3ut onl7 under :ertain :ir;

:umstan:es and most times 7ou must 
give t&em .ritten aut&oriOation= 

!" ^overnment agen:ies9 in:luding t&ose 
tr7ing to :olle:t :&ild support= 

SHO(LD I (SE A CREDIT RE3AIR  
CO03AN1 -OR HEL34 

Ge.are o* :redit repair :ompanies=  
T&ere are man7 t&ings 7ou :an do on 
7our o.n *or *ree to J*i<K 7our :redit or to 
re3uild 7our :redit= 

BE!ARE O- THESE CO00ON  
CLAI0S 0ADE B1 CREDIT RE3AIR  
CO03ANIES; 

“We can erase bad credit” 

T&e trut& is t&at no one :an erase 3ad 
:redit in*ormation *rom 7our report9 i* it 
is a::urate= 

“Only we can remove old or  
inaccurate information.” 

T&e trut& is t&at i* t&ere are legitimate 
errors on 7our report or old in*ormation9 
7ou :an :orre:t t&e report 7oursel* *or 
*ree=  

JLegitimate errorK means t&at t&e in;
*ormation is ina::urate9 not Nust t&at it is 
in*ormation 7ou don’t li)e=  

J]ld in*ormationK means :redit in*or;
mation older t&an 7 7ears9 or 3an)rupt:7 
in*ormation older t&an10 7ears= 

“The bad information on your  
report is accurate, but we’ll erase it 
anyway.” 

T&e trut& is t&at i* t&is means l7ing to 
t&e :redit reporting agen:79 it is illegal= 


